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CURBING CHILD SEX TOURISM
Trysh Ashby-Rolls, M.A. Distinction

“In the language of the marketplace ... compassion and altruism are hot. Science,
which has said we are hardwired to be aggressive and selfish, is now
demonstrating that there is a biological basis for human compassion. Brain scans
show that when we help others, areas of the brain associated with pleasure light
up--even toddlers behave altruistically. Connect with humane travelers to make
changes in the world —even in its grim underbelly: Child sex tourism.

The World Tourism Organization defines sex tourism as "trips organized
from within the tourism sector, or from outside this sector but using its structures
and networks.” The child sex tourist “travels abroad for the purpose of engaging
in illicit conduct with a minor.

Ninety-five percent of pedophiles are faceless nameless males who look
like any other man. The perpetrator has a sexual interest in children; lacks
internal controls necessary to stop the abuse, and rationalizes that what he is
doing is acceptable. Said one, “Paedophiles can boldly and courageously affirm
what they choose...| am also a theologian and as a theologian, | believe it is God’s

will that there be closeness and intimacy, unity of flesh...”



These men tend to seek out other pedophiles by using language sexually
directed toward prepubescent children; viewing or having visible child sexual
abuse images; touching children sexually in each other’s presence. If you do not
react negatively he may consider it safe to pursue continued and progressive
sexual activity. Remember, it is the adult’s responsibility to protect children.

Child prostitution is the commercial sexual exploitation of children in which
a child performs sexual services for financial gain given not only to her madam,
but to the procurer or agent, to whom she is in bond. The girl must get the
highest fee to repay the price of her purchase. Prices depend upon the girl’s race,
beauty, youth and virginity. Virgins are coveted and expensive. Customers
carrying HIV/AIDS sometimes believe that unprotected intercourse course with a
virgin will rid them of their disease.

Young children have been found in cages, brothels that look like prisons,
karaoke bars and spas, pubs, clubs and hotels. Recently exposed was the Hilton
Hotel chain that had not signed on to the Code of Conduct for the Protection of
Children from Sexual Exploitation in Travel and Tourism—first adopted here in
Costa Rica along with an education program for hoteliers, taxi drivers and

restaurateurs.


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Commercial_sexual_exploitation_of_children

Sexually exploited children are frequently objects of exchange between
adults who, in groups, produce and distribute child abuse images, a term that has
replaced ‘child pornography’ and ‘kiddy porn’. These "sex rings” use and abuse
real children in their videos and photographs: children as young as babies to 5
years old, the preferred age group that is on the increase. Distribution is over the
internet, “where pimps roam free” providing an efficient global networking tool
for individuals to share information on destinations and procurement.

Child sex exploitation occurs in every country in the world except
Antarctica. India, Mexico, South-east Asia, especially Cambodia, top the list. Sex
tourism forms an important part of an economy particularly where a cultural
milieu combined with poverty and the lure of money has caused sex tourism to
flourish. In Cambodia, approximately one third of all prostitutes are under 18.

Human Rights organizations warn that sex tourism contributes to human
trafficking, the third largest crime after arms and drugs. It is a fast-growing multi-
billion-dollar industry operated by criminal gangs and organized crime syndicates.
Trafficking children is defined as “constitut[ing] a form of coercion and violence
against children and amounts to forced labour and a contemporary form of
slavery.” There is no real consensus on the numbers of children involved,

although two million is the figure usually quoted whose “lives are blighted.”


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mexico

Nevertheless, there are places where child sex tourists should not dare to
tread, as large and small initiatives around the world develop. In Moldova, the
poorest country in Europe, a theatre group educates young people on the pitfalls
of accepting invitations to travel overseas for bogus jobs. In Vietnam, a
Vietnamese Canadian, Kim Le, owns a bar, spa and gym close to the beach at Nha
Trang. She uses part of her profits from the sale of food and drink in her bar,
Crazy Kimmie’s, to help finance her program, Hands off the Kids. Children march
up and down the beach wearing T-shirts printed with: Hands off the Kids. Kim
works closely with local police who have arrested a number of child sex tourists.
And in Ulaanbaatar, the Mongolian Gender Equality Center distributes their
telephone number to railway stations that are given to women and girls,
discreetly, with their train tickets.

The International Institute for Child Rights and Development at the
University of Victoria, Canada, founded and headed up by Dr. Philip Cook, is a
hands-on NGO that forms partnerships at all levels. One program, “CIRCLE of
RIGHTS: Intentional planning for social change is a process creating links
between child and community actions to the local government that has the
potential to influence policies and practices on a much larger scale.” Currently, Dr.

Cook is involved in a Child Protection Partnership with Thailand and Brazil that is



supporting the development of multi-sector strategies to combat sexual
exploitation enabled by information, communication, and technology.

Briefly, children in the two countries have been given cellular phones
equipped with applications. They photograph pedophiles that approach them,
record the number of times the same man approaches, the places where they are
approached, and report immediately to program officials in the field. Early results
show that empowerment of the young people and their communities, and the
sustainability of results is unparalleled. Brazil, once in the top worst countries for
child sex tourism is now far ahead. Thailand, who formerly came second on that
list, is “strengthening the capacity of local governments to develop, implement,
and evaluate local development plans for children.”

How can you help in your country or area of responsibility and expertise?

= First: Raise the level of awareness of child sex tourism.

=% Have your local journalists write about it, make documentaries, and
radio talk shows.

=% Make rules and regulations highly visible and strong: NO using drugs
or the sexual services of children or women. Or you will be subject to

the full extent of the law. We do NOT support sex tourism.



=% Make sure all hotels and other services conform to the standards and
practices of the Code of Conduct for the Protection of Children from
Sexual Exploitation in Travel and Tourism.

=% Make these businesses post this information in highly visible places.

=% Make sure every person working in travel and tourism is educated on
child sexual exploitation, and certified.

= If caught breaking the rule, fine them, make them retake the course.

%% Penalties must be stiff.

% Be observant.

=% Know the signs of child trafficking and exploitation.

=% Know what to do to help victimized girls and boys.

=% Know how to report cases of trafficking, exploitation and abuse.

=% Report. It is better to report and be wrong than to turn a blind eye.

=% |f you see abuse images online contact Internet Watch Foundation

(IWF) at www.iwf.org.uk and click on Report Criminal Content at the

top left corner.
=% Support organizations who are fighting to assist sexually exploited
children escape and heal. I've mentioned International Institute of

Child Rights and Development at www.uvic.ca/iicrd. Also: American



http://www.iwf.org.uk/
http://www.uvic.ca/iicrd

Assistance of Cambodia; Campaign for Female Education (Camfed) in
Zimbabwe, Ghana, Zambia, and Tanzania; the faith-based
International Justice Mission in India, Ecuador and elsewhere in the
world; DNA, an organization developed by Demi Moore and husband
Ashton; EAVES in London, England; London-based AFRUCA, London-
based FORWARD, both with branches in Africa; Mongolia Gender

Equality Center, Ulaanbaatar www.stoptrafficking.mn.

=% Distribute leaflets with telephone numbers for getting help.

=% Display leaflets in toilets public and private, karaoke bars, pubs,
clubs and other places of adult entertainment.

=% Educate yourself and your family including children, and other adults
on the commercial exploitation of children, gender equality and the
importance of education for all.

% Practice gender equality.

=% Demand stiff penalties for child sex tourists and those who support
them.

=% Read: ‘Sex Slaves: the trafficking of women in Asia’ by Louise Brown.

% Read: ‘Half the Sky: Turning Oppression into Opportunity for Women

Worldwide’ by Nicholas Kristoff and Sheryl WuDunn.


http://www.stoptrafficking.mn/

=% Finally, what about buttons with slogans like:
Girls are Important.
Respect Children.
Real Men Don’t Molest Kids.
End Poverty.
Say NO to Child Sex Tourism.
Education is a Right NOT a Privilege.

Add and implement your own ideas. With such steps responsible ethical
travel companies and others can demolish child sex tourism bit by bit. At the least
support efforts being made toward that end. Not many commercially sexually
exploited children grow into strong free adults. When we do, we’re usually found
advocating, writing, speaking out on behalf of children caught in the sex trade

beholden to brutal pimps. —End-

Trysh Ashby-Rolls” email: tashbyrolls@shaw.ca for references or questions.
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