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The state of our 
fisheries



1960
9.9 Kg / person

2000
16.4 Kg / person



Socioeconomic Context

• 170 million fishers worldwide

• 520 million people depend on the fishing sector 
for their economic livelihoods  

• 7.9% of the world’s population depends in some 
way on the fishing industry 

(FAO, 2009)



Fishing in Costa Rica

• 2001 = 25,000 ton

• 2007 = 16.000 ton





Unsustainable fishing

• Rate of capture is greater than the rate 

that a population can replace (reproduce)



The most destructive fishing 
technique in Costa Rica:

Shrimp Trawls









Case Study

Site:

District of Bejuco, 

Guanacaste 

Provence   

Social development 

ranking: 419th out of 

470 districts
(MIDEPLAN, 2007)



Location of the 2 fishing associations: 
ASOBEJUCO and ASPECOY



Small-scale artisanal bottom long line 
spotted snapper fishery









Fishing zone and location of MPAs



The Market
Snapper price per Kg in 

San Jose: 

6,000 colones (12 dollars)

Fishers’ earnings per Kg: 

1,500 colones (3 dollars)

•ICT: 783,553 tourists visit Guanacaste (ICT, 2009) 

•CST certification





Conclusion

• Environmental, 

economic, social

• Scalability

• Recognizes the 

resource’s true value 

• Project benefits entire 

chain of custody



WSPA (World Society for the Protection of Animals) 

Sustainable Fisheries Fund 

Conservation International 

Whitley Fund for Nature 

MINAET (Costa Rican Ministry of the Environment )
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