Animal Welfare and Sustainable Development:

The Benefits of Animal Welfare: How animals are treated matters to animals and to people.
Whether we rely on them for food, revenue, companionship, or to help balance our ecosystems,
animals play an important role in our lives. Humane and responsible management of animals can
positively impact people, the environment, individual animals, and species, thereby making
animal welfare an effective tool to help achieve sustainable development. Some examples
include the links to safeguarding and stabilizing livelihoods, reducing poverty, protecting human
health, safeguarding food production, and mitigating the impacts of climate change. The Food
and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAQO) has recognized the close link between
the welfare of humans and the welfare of animals. Roughly one billion people depend directly on
animals for income, social status and security as well as food and clothing. Protecting animal
welfare also forms part of the internationally agreed ISO26000 guidance on the social
responsibility of organizations, including governments.

Animal Welfare and UNCSD: Successfully addressing global pressures requires a holistic
framework which integrates ethical, economic, and environmental considerations. This framework
relies on Sustainable Production to achieve Sustainable Consumption. The World Society for the
Protection of Animals (WSPA) sees animal welfare as an integral component of the themes under
debate at the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development (UNCSD). In addition to
viewing animal welfare as a means to address new and emerging challenges such as climate
change, animal welfare has an important role to play in the achievement of a green economy in
the context of sustainable development and poverty eradication.

Animal Welfare as integral to addressing New and Emerging Challenges: Animal welfare is
a global cross-cutting solution to many new and emerging challenges. For example, as the
frequency and severity of climate related disasters increases, incorporating animal welfare into
each stage of the disaster cycle is proving to be critical for both animals and people. Reinforcing
communities’ preparedness before and rebuilding after disasters is vital, requiring ongoing aid,
assistance, and education. Working with communities and their animals at each of the different
stages of the disaster cycle can positively impact livelihoods, reduce poverty levels, promote food
security, and address climate change and gender issues.

Animal Welfare and the Green Economy in the Context of Sustainable Development and
Poverty Eradication: One area where we see great potential for animal welfare to play a
significant role is in sustainable tourism.

Animal Welfare and Sustainable Tourism: Integrating animal welfare into sustainable tourism
practices can benefit individual animals, promote sustainable livelihoods, protect biodiversity, and
minimize environmental degradation. Sustainable tourism involving animals is a global industry.
Some examples include: turtle watching; cetacean watching (e.g. dolphins and whales); bird
watching and safaris; equine riding tours; and touring animal rescue centers. Sustainable tourism
has been recognized by the development organizations as a valuable tool to achieve
development. The work done on sustainable tourism by WSPA and our partners improves income
distribution, citizen participation and value recognition of natural resources by communities.

Case study: Whale watching: a sustainable source of income for threatened fishing communities.
Problem: Global fisheries could collapse, threatening the livelihoods of communities in Latin
America. Today, global fisheries are on the brink of collapse. According to the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, of the world’s fisheries: nearly 30 per cent are
overexploited, depleted, and/or recovering from depletion, over 50 per cent are being fully
exploited, thereby producing catches that have reached or are close to reaching their maximum
sustainable limits, only 20 per cent of stocks are being moderately exploited or underexploited
with the possibility of expansion. Shocking research suggests that by 2050, the accelerated
depletion of fish stocks will result in the complete global collapse of commercial fisheries. For
coastal communities around the world, such as those in Latin America, this could spell disaster.
Most rely on fish for food and as their only source of income. Without any viable alternative



livelihood, the dearth of fish could push these people into chronic poverty and they could face
starvation.

Solution: Sustainable livelihoods through responsible whale watching. Whale watching could
provide an answer. Globally, the industry is growing at a phenomenal rate. In Latin America, from
1998 to 2006, there were 6.4 million whale watchers, with the industry growing, on average, at 11
per cent per year — three times the rate of tourism worldwide.? This trend looks set to continue,
with almost 900,000 people spending US$280 million on whale watching and related products in
this region each year. The World Society for the Protection of Animals (WSPA), in partnership
with local member societies works with coastal communities to generate awareness of
responsible whale watching: in Uruguay, alongside the Organization for the Conservation of
Cetaceans (OCC), WSPA promotes sustainable tourism through whale watching, in the
Dominican Republic, WSPA'’s partner Fundemar is protecting humpback whales and has
succeeded in establishing a whale sanctuary in Samana Bay, in Costa Rica, WSPA’s member
societies Promar and Keto are delivering workshops about whale-watching best practices and
animal welfare for local communities. If carried out responsibly, whale watching does not
compromise the welfare of individual animals or the collective existence of the species, in the
short or long term. The sustainability of whale watching as an industry depends on this careful
management. Responsible whale watching, which adheres to strict guidelines, can benefit
operators and local communities as well as tourists, animals and the marine environment. It also
provides a good opportunity to educate people about cetaceans and marine conservation in
general.

Impact: Income is generated, despite the loss of local natural resources, and whales are treated
humanely. The coastal town of Puerto Piramides in Argentina’s Chubut province has set a
precedent for responsible and sustainable whale watching. In the early 1900s, the small town
depended exclusively on using natural resources such as salt and hunting sea lions. After years
of overexploitation, these resources were finally exhausted and the town’s economy began to
collapse. People were left jobless and soon migrated away from the area — the town was on the
verge of disappearing. In 1970, villagers spotted southern right whales in the waters of Puerto
Piramides. Some inspired locals began the first boat trips so tourists could observe and admire
these majestic animals in their natural habitat. Over the next 35 years, the local whale-watching
industry grew steadily. Puerto Piramides is now considered one the best destinations in the world
to see whales, attracting more than 100,000 tourists every year. This local industry brings in
around US$2,300 per capita and underpins the town’s economy. It directly provides 60 jobs, as
well as countless others as a result of the increase in the number of visiting tourists. In its entirety,
the whale-watching industry in Puerto Piramides has an estimated worth of US$61.5 million. This
thriving industry is essential for the survival of the town and is therefore strictly regulated. Whales
are heavily protected in the local waters and as a result they often come to this safe stretch of
coast to breed and give birth to their calves.

Conclusion: Whale watching provides a sustainable source of income for communities at risk of
losing their fishing livelihoods. If managed responsibly, whale watching is a humane and
sustainable source of income for coastal communities in Latin America. As fish stocks continue to
deteriorate over the coming years, whale watching can and does offer an alternative livelihood to
the communities that have relied on fishing for survival. This trend towards whale watching is not
only relevant for countries in Latin America, but can be applied around the globe to other regions
that whale populations frequent. This type of tourism is not only beneficial to fishing towns and
villages, but it is also an excellent means of conservation and environmental education.



